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Detailed Course Structure  
 

 

Course Components 

     No. of Courses      

 B.Sc./ BCA   B.A.   B.Com./ BBA    

 
Honours 

Program 
 Program 

Honours 

Program 
Program 

Honours 

Program  
Program  

 Discipline Specific Core 
Course (DSC) 

14 
  

12  14 
 

12 14 12 
 

     

 Discipline Specific 

Elective (DSE) Course 
4 

  
6 4 

 
4 4 4 

 

     

 Generic Elective ( GE) 

Course 
4 

  
---- 4 

 
2 4 2 

 

     

 Ability Enhancement 

Compulsory Course 

( AECC ) 

2 

  

2 

 

2 

 

2 2 2 

 

      

      

 Skill Enhancement 

Course ( SEC ) 

2   4  2   4 2 
4 

 

             

 Total Courses 26   24  26   24 26  24   
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Credit Details of the Courses of B.A.Honours Program under CBCS 

 

 

Sl. No. Courses 

Credits 

Non-Practical Based Courses 

Theory + Tutorial Total 

1.  Core Course (14 Courses) (14 × 5) + (14 × 1) 84 

2.  Elective Courses ( 8 Courses)   

2.A  DSE ( (4 Courses) (4 × 5) + (4× 1) 24 

2.B GE (4 Courses) (4 × 5) + (4× 1) 24 

3.  Ability Enhancement Courses   

3.A AECC – 1 (ENVS) (2 × 1) 2 

 AECC – 2 (Com. Eng./ MIL) (2 × 1) 2 

3.B SEC (2 Courses of 2 Credits each)  (2 × 2) 4 

Total Credit  140 

 

An Under-Graduate Degree in Honours Program in a subject is to be awarded if a student 

successfully completes 14 DSC courses in that subject, 4 courses each from a list of DSE and GE 

respectively, 2 courses in AECC and 2 courses in SEC as per the provisions envisaged in these 

regulations. 

 

A candidate to be eligible for appearing at any of the Semesters of UNDER-GRADUATE 
Examination must have minimum 75% attendance of lectures delivered. Award of 05 (five) 
marks on class attendance shall be given in the following manner: 

Attendance of 75% and above but below 80% -- 02 marks 

Attendance of 80% and above but below 85% -- 03 marks 

Attendance of 85% and above but below 90% -- 04 marks 

Attendance of 90% and above                          -- 05 marks 
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Structure of the Syllabus in Philosophy Honours under CBCS: 

Semes

ter 

Core Course  Ability 

Enhancement 

Compulsory 

Course 

AECC 

Skill 

Enhancement 

Course SEC 

Elective: 

Discipline 

Specific Course 

DSE 

Elective: Generic 

Course GE- (For 

other students and 

our students will 

choose from other 

subjects)  

Total 

Credit 

Point 

I C-I Indian 

Philosophy -I 

 AECC-1 

(ENVS)  

  GE-1,Paper I: 

Fundamentals of 

Indian Philosophy 

 

20 

C-2 Logic-I  

II C-3  Western 

Philosophy-I 

AECC-2 

Communicati

ve English 

  GE-1, Paper II: 

Logic 

20 

C-4 Ethics 

III C-5  

Indian 

Philosophy -II 

 SEC-I Basics 

of Counselling 

 GE-2, Paper I: 

Fundamentals of 

Indian Philosophy 

 

26 

C-6 Western 

Philosophy-II 

C-7 Logic -II  

IV C-8 Psychology  SEC-II  Critical 

Thinking  

 GE-2, Paper II: 

Logic 

 

26 

C-9 Philosophy of 

Religion 

 

C-10 Social and 

Political 

Philosophy 

V C-11  Tarka 

Sangraha 

  DSE-I Enquiry 

Concerning 

Human 

Understanding or 

Gita  

 24 

C-12 Analytic 

Philosophy -I 

DSE-II 

Philosophy of 

Mind or 

Problems of 

Philosophy  

VI C-13 Analytic 

Philosophy-II   

  DSE-III 

Introduction to 

Feminist  

Philosophy or 

Phenomenology 

& Existentialism 

 24 

C-14 Applied 

Ethics 

DSE-IV 

Contemporary 

Indian 

Philosophy or 

Aesthetics  
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Total Marks Distribution: (except for AECC 1 and AECC 2) 
 

 

Examination  
(Non-

Practical 
Course) 

Duration 
of Exams 

Semester End 

Examination(Theoretical) 
60  2 hours 

Semester End 

Examination(Practical’s) 
-  

Continuing Evaluation/Internal 

Assessment/Mid Semester 

Exams(By Colleges) 

10  

Attendance 5  

TOTAL 75  

 

Total Marks Distribution for AECC 1 and AECC 2: 
 

Examination  AECC 1 
Duration of 

Exams 
AECC 2 

Duration 
of Exams 

Semester End 

Examination(Theoretical) 
80 2.5 hours 35 2 hours 

Continuing Evaluation/Internal 

Assessment/Mid Semester 

Exams(By Colleges) 

15  10  

Attendance 5  5  

TOTAL 100  50  
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Question pattern: 

 
 

For 60 Marks 

S.L. No. Questions to Out of Marks of each Total Marks 

 be answered  question  

1. 4 6 3 4×3 = 12 

2. 4 6 6 4×6 = 24 

3. 2 4 12 2×12 = 24 

 

 

For 35 Marks 

 

S.L. No. Questions to Out of Marks of each Total Marks 

 be answered  question  

1. 3 5 5 3×5 = 15 

2. 2 4 10 2×10 = 20 

 

 

.  
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CHOICE BASED CREDIT SYSTEM 

B.A. (HONS.) PHILOSOPHY 

LIST OF COURSES AND PAPERS  

A. CORE COURSE (14 PAPERS) 

 

SEMESTER – I 

C1-PAPER- I – INDIAN PHILOSOPHY-I 

C.2-PAPER –II- LOGIC (WESTERN)-I 

SEMESTER – II  

C.3- PAPER-III- WESTERN PHILOSOPHY-I (SOCRATES, PLATO, ARISTOTTLE, DESCARTES SPINOZA, 

LIBNITZ) 

C.4-PAPER-IV- ETHICS 

 

SEMESTER – III 

C.5- PAPER – V- INDIAN PHILOSOPHY-II   

C.6- PAPER –VI- WESTERN PHILOSOPHY –II  (LOCKE, BERKELEY, HUME, KANT) 

 

C.7-PAPER- VII- LOGIC (WESTERN)-II  

 

SEMESTER – IV 

C.8- PAPER-VIII-PSYCHOLOGY 

C.9- PAPER- IX- PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION 

C.10-PAPER-X- SOCIAL AND POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY 

 

SEMESTER – V 

C.11- PAPER- XI- TARKASAMGRAHA 

C.12-PAPER XII- ANALYTIC PHILOSOPHY-I 

 

SEMESTER – VI 

C.13- - ANALYTIC PHILOSOPHY-II  

C.14- - APPLIED ETHICS 

 

 

B : DISCIPLINE SPECIFIC ELECTIVE-4 (DSE) SUBJECT CENTRIC(ANY FOUR) 

 
DSE-I Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding/ Gita 
DSE-II Philosophy of Mind/ Problems of Philosophy 
DSE-III Introduction to Feminist Philosophy/ Phenomenology & Existentialism 
DSE-IV  Contemporary Indian Philosophy / Aesthetics 

 
C: GENEREIC ELECTIVE (GE)ς 4 (INTER DISCIPLINENARY) 
 
GE-1 Paper I  
Indian Philosophy 
GE-1 Paper II 
Logic 
D. Ability Enhancement Compulsory  
Course (AECC)    Semester I: AECC-I: EVS 

Semester II: AECC-II: COMMUNICATIVE  ENGLISH  

E. Skill Enhancement Course (SEC) 

Semester III: SEC-I: Basics of Counselling 

Semester IV: SEC-II: Critical Thinking  
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                                             CHOICE BASED CREDIT SYSTEM 

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY 

B.A. (HONS.) (CORE COURSE)(TRUNCATED) 

 

C1:  INDIAN PHILOSOPHY I 

 

UNIT I 

Nature of Indian Philosophy: Plurality as well as common concern (some Basic concepts of 

Vedic and Upanisadic world-views: Atman, Jagrata, Svapna, Susupti, Turiya ) 

 

UNIT II 

Cārvāka: Epistemology, Metaphysics & Ethics 

 

UNIT III 

 

Jainism: AnekǕntavǕda ,SyǕdvǕda and Nayavada,  

 

UNIT IV 

 

Buddhism: Four Noble Truths and Doctrine of Dependent Origination, 

Momentariness  
 

UNIT V 

Nyāya: Theory of Pramanas 

 

UNIT VI 

 

Sankara’s concept of Maya and its refutation by Ramanuja 

 

 

Recommended Readings: 
 

Å Chakravarty, Nilima (1992), Indian Philosophy: The Path Finder's and System Builders, 
New Delhi: Allied Publishers. 

 



University of North Bengal CBCS Syllabus Philosophy Hons. W.e.f. 2018-2019 

 

9 of 3 2  
 

 

Å Chatterjee, S.C. (2008), NyǕya Theory of Knowledge, Delhi, Bharatiya Kala Prakashan.  

Å Chatterjee, S.C. & D.M. Datta (1984), An Introduction to Indian Philosophy, 

reprint, University of Calcutta.  

Å Dasgupta, S.N. (2004), A History of Indian Philosophy, vol.1, Delhi, Motilal 

Banarasidass Publishers, Pvt. Ltd. 

Å Hiriyana, M: (1951), Outlines of Indian Philosophy, London: Allen & Unwin.  

Å Mohanty, J.N. (1992), Reason and Tradition in Indian Thought, Oxford, Clarendon Press.  

Å Organ, Troy Wilson. (1964), The Self in Indian Philosophy, London, Mouton & Co. 
 

• Radhakrishnan, S. (1929), Indian Philosophy, Volume 1, Muirhead Library 

of Philosophy, 2nd edition, London: George Allen and Unwin. 

 

Å Sharma, C.D. (2003) Critical Survey of Indian Philosophy, Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass  

In Bengali 

 Bharatiya Darsan by Dr. Debabrata Sen 

Nyaya-Vaises Darsan by Dr Karuna Bhattacharya 

Samkhya Patanjanli Darsan by Kanak Prabha Banerjee 

Bharatiya Darsan by Nirod Baran Chakraborty  

Carvaka Darasan by Pandit Pancanan Shastry 

Bauddha Darsan by Bhupendra Nath Bhattacharya 

Bharatiya Darsan by Dipak Kumar Bagchi 

Bharatiya Darsan by Gobinda Charan Ghosh 

Bharatiya Darsan by Prodyot Kumar Mandal 

Bharatiya Darsan by Gobinda Charan Ghosh 

 

 

 

 

CHOICE BASED CREDIT SYSTEM 

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY 

B.A. (HONS.) (CORE COURSE) 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sarvepalli_Radhakrishnan
http://archive.org/details/Sarvepalli.Radhakrishnan.Indian.Philosophy.Volume.1-2
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C 2: Paper: LOGIC (WESTERN) ïI  

UNIT I: Basic Logical Concepts 

Sentence and Proposition  

 

UNIT II: Aristotelian logic: 

1. Definition of Term, Categorical Proposition  

2. Concept of Mediate & Immediate Inferences 

3. Conversion, obversion, contraposition 

4. Square of Opposition and the Existential Import 

5. Mediate Inference: Categorical Syllogism: Mood, Figure, Rules of Syllogism and Formal 

Fallacies 

6. Validating / Invalidating Categorical Syllogisms through syllogistic rules &Venn Diagrams 
 

UNIT ï III:  

(A) LOGIC OF COMPOUND PROPOSITIONS (Sentential): 
 
 

1. Truth functions: Symbols and Translation  

2. Statements and statement-forms: Logical status 

 

3. Arguments and argument-form: Validity or Invalidity   

(B) PROVING VALIDITY (PROOF PROCEDURE) 

1. Formal Proofs (19 rules)  

 

 

UNIT ï IV: 

1. Argument by Analogy, Appraising Analogical Arguments 
 
 
 
Recommended Readings: 

 

¶ Cohen & Nagel. (1968), An Introduction to Logic and Scientific Method, Delhi: 

Allied Publishers.  

¶ Copi. I.M. (2012), Introduction to Logic, Delhi: Pearson. (Hindi. translation of this 

text is also available) 

 

In Bengali version: 
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¶ Sukla Chakraboty, Tarkavijnan 

¶ Shibani Chowdhury, Tarka Vijnaner Sahajpath 

¶ Samarendranath Bhattacharjee: Paschatya Yuktivijnan 

                           CHOICE BASED CREDIT SYSTEM 

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY 

B.A. (HONS.) (CORE COURSE) 

 

C 5: INDIAN PHILOSOPHY II: 

Unit-I 

Vaisesika : Padarthas ; Dravya , Guna , Karma , Samanya , Visesa,  Samavaya.  

 

Unit-II 

Samkhya : Prakrti , arguments for its existence. Purusa , Arguments for its existence, plurality of 

Purusa . 

 

Unit-III 

Astanga Yoga ; God. 

 

Unit-IV 

Mimamsa : Dharma, Anupalabdhi. 

 

Unit-V 

Advaita: concept of  jiva, jivanmukti. 

 

Recommended Readings : 

¶ M. Hiriyanna: Outlines of Indian Philosophy. 

¶ C. D. Sharma: A Critical Survey of Indian Philosophy. 

¶ S.N.Das Gupta: A History of Indian Philosophy Vol ï I to V. 

¶ S.Radhakrishnan : Indian Philosophy Vol ï I & II.  

¶ J.N.Mahanty : Reason and Tradition of Indian Thought. 

¶ K.C. Bhattacharya : Studies in Philosophy Vol ï 1. 

¶ Datta and Chatterjee : Introduction of Indian Philosophy. 

¶ R Puligandla: Fundamentals of Indian Philosophy. 

¶ T. M. P.Mahadevan: A Outline of Hinduism. 

¶ D.M.Dutta: Six Ways of Knowing. 
¶ Bharatiya Darsana by Debabrata Sen. 

¶ Nyaya Vaisesika Darsana by Dr.Karuna Bhattacharjee. 

¶ Samkhya Patanjala Darsana by Sri Kanak Prava Banerjee. 

¶ Bharatiyo Darsana by Nirod Baran Chakraborty. 

¶ Carvaka darsana by Panchanan Shastri. 

¶ Bharatiya Darsana by Prodyot Mondal. 

¶ Bharatiya Darsana by Samarendranath Bhattacharjee 
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¶ Bharatiya dassan by Gobinda Charan Ghosh 

 

 

CHOICE BASED CREDIT SYSTEM 

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY 

B.A. (HONS.) (CORE COURSE) 

C 6: WESTERN PHILOSOPHY II: 

1. Locke : refutations of innate ideas, ideas and their classification, substance, qualities; 

primary and secondary.  

2. Berkley: rejection of the distinction between primary and secondary qualities, esse est 

percipi.   

3. Hume: impression and ideas; causality; self.  

4. Kant : classification of judgments; analytic, synthetic, apriori, aposteriori, possibility of 
synthetic apriori judgments.  

Recommended readings : 

¶ F. Copleston: A History of Philosophy. 

 

¶ D. J. O. Connor: A Critical History of Western Philosophy. 

 

¶ A.K. Rogers: A Studentôs History of Philosophy. 

 

¶ W. K. Wright: A Hstory of Modern Philosophy. 

 

¶ Roger Scruton: A History of Philosophy from Descartes to Wittgenstein. 

 

¶ John Cottingham  The Rationalists. 

 

¶ Dr.R.R.Das: A Hand Book of Pure Reason. 

 

¶ Falkenberg: A History of Modern Philosophy. 

 

¶ Thilly & Wood: History of Philosophy. 

 

¶ C.R.Moris  Locke ,Berkley , Hume. 

 

¶ S.Korner: Kant. 

 

¶ Jonathan Bennett: Locke ,Berkley , Hume. 

 

¶ Chandrodayo Bhattacharya: Paschatya Darsaner Itihas. 

 

¶ R. P. Das & S. P. Chakraborty: Paschatya Darsaner Ruprekha. 

 

¶ Kalyan Chandra Gupta: Paschatya Darsaner Itihas. 
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¶ Rasbuihari Das: Kanter Darsan 

 

CHOICE BASED CREDIT SYSTEM 

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY 

B.A. (HONS.) (CORE COURSE) 

 

C 7 LOGIC (WESTERN) ïII  

UNIT I: LOGIC OF SINGULAR/ UNIVERSAL PROPOSITIONS (Predicate) 

Theory of Quantification: Proving Validity &Invalidity 

 

UNIT-II 

1.Shaffer’s Stroke Function, Inter -definability of different Truth Functions. 

UNIT-III 

1.Conjunctional Normal Form & Disjunctional/Alternational Normal Form.(CNF&DNF) 

UNIT ï IV 

1.Truth-tree Method  

UNIT ï V 

 

1. Mills Method (method of agreement, method of difference, method of agreement and 

difference)  

 
 
Recommended Readings: 

 

¶ Cohen & Nagel. (1968), An Introduction to Logic and Scientific Method, Delhi: 

Allied Publishers.  

¶ Copi. I.M. (2012), Introduction to Logic, Delhi: Pearson.   

¶ Sukla Chakraboty, Tarkavijnan 

¶ Shibani Chowdhury, Tarka Bijnaner Sahajpath 

¶ Jeffry Richard: Formal Logic: its scope and limits 

¶ Rama Prasad Das:  Navya Yuktivigyan (Vol-1-3) 

¶ Das, Kantilal: Aboroha Yukti vigyan 

¶ Das, Rama Prasad & Bhattacharya, Subir Ranjan:  Sanketik Yuktivigyan 
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CHOICE BASED CREDIT SYSTEM 

                                                   DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY 

B.A. (HONS.) 

SKILL ENHANCEMENT COURSE (SEC)   

 

SEC- I: Basics of Counselling: 

1.  Basic concept of Mental Health 

2. What is Counselling?  

3. Qualities of  counsellors? Difference between Psychiatrist and 

Psychotherapist/Counsellors.  

4. Basic skills of Counselling: 

a. Listening – What is listening? Difference between hearing and listening, Why 

listening is important? Barrier to listening, attending and listening, what is the content 

of listening? (verbal and non-verbal content, emotion), typrs of listening (Inactive, 

selective and active listening. 

b. Responding – Which are not counseellor’s responses? (with example), which are 

counsellor’s responses? (with example), internal and External frame of reference, 

what is communicaton? Types of communication, Assertive communication as a 

mode of counsellor’s response. 

Recommended Readings: 

1.  Basic Counselling Skills, Richards Nelson Jones: 

2. Introduction to Counselling Skill, Richards Nelson Jones: 

3. Patient-Physician Relationship Edited by Ratna Dutta Sharma and Sashinugla, Decent 

Books, New Delhi 

4. Confidentiality and Neutrality in Psychotherapy: A Philosophical Review, by Somdatta 

Bhattacharyya, Papyrus 

5. Counselling Er Gorar Katha, Soumitra Basu o Somdatta Bhattacharyya 

6. Counselling: Edited by Dr. Jyotsna Saha (Selected Chapters), Published by Cider Pres 
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CHOICE BASED CREDIT SYSTEM 

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY 

B.A. (HONS.) (CORE COURSE) 

C 11: TARKASAMGRAHA 

Indian Epistemology & logic   

Text - Tarkasamgraha with Dipika  - Annambhatta  

Buddhikhanda  

1. Buddhi or Jnana 

2. Smriti  

3. Prama, Aprama  

4. Pratyaksa 

5. Anuman- Praman   
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CHOICE BASED CREDIT SYSTEM 

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY 

B.A. (HONS.) (CORE COURSE) 

 

C 12: Analytic Philosophy I: John Hospers:  An Introduction to Philosophical Analysis. (Selected 

Chapters) 

Unit I: 

 Chapter 1-MEANING AND DEFINITION, 1. Word Meaning  2. Definition. 3. Sentence 

Meaning 

Unit II 

Chapter 2-KNOWLEDGE:  7. The sources of Knowledge & 8. What is Knowledge? 

Unit III 

Chapter 4- EMPIRICAL KNOWLEDGE: 14. Testability and Meaning 

 

Recommended Readings: 

¶ John Hospers:  An Introduction to Philosophical Analysis. (Selected Chapters) 
¶ Samarendranath Bhattacharya: Darsanik Bislesaner Bhumika vol. 1 & 2 

¶ Samari Kanta Samanta:  Dasrsanik Bislesaner Ruprekha vol. 1 & 2 
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CHOICE BASED CREDIT SYSTEM 

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY B. A. (HONS.) 

 (DISCIPLINE SPECIFIC COURSE 1) 
 

DSE-1: Any One from the Following: 

 

1. An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding, David Hume, Chapter II &  III. 
 
 
Recommended Reading: 
 
¶ An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding, David Hume 

 

2. Gita 
 
Arjunvishadayoga (sloka 1, sloka 29 – sloka 46) 
 
 

 Recommended Reading: 

 
¶ SrimadvagabadGita, Jagadish Chandra Acharya 

 
¶ SrimadvagabadGita, Suvendra Kumar Mitra 
 
¶ SrimadvagabadGita, Madhusudan Saraswati 
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CHOICE BASED CREDIT SYSTEM 

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY B. A. (HONS.) 

 (DISCIPLINE SPECIFIC COURSE 2) 
 

 

DSE-2: Any One from the Following: 

A. Philosophy of Mind: 

 

1. Matter and Consciousness:  The Ontological Problem: Dualism, Philosophical 

Behaviourism, Reductive Materialism (The Identity Theory), The Epistemological 

Problem: The Problem of Other Minds, The Problem of Self-consciousness., Artificial 

Intelligence: Computers: Some elementary concepts: The Piecemeal Approach 

 

 

Recommended Readings: 

¶ Paul M. Churchland, Matter and Consciousness 

¶ Jerrome, A, Shaffer, Philosophy of Mind 

¶ Aurobinda Basu and Nivedita Chakraborty: Monodarsan:  

 

 

 
B. Problems of Philosophy, Russell  Chapters- (Chapter 6 ï 9 )  

 

Recommended Readings: 

¶ Bertrand Russell: The Problems of Philosophy 

¶ Darsaner Samasyabali: Debika Saha (Bengali Translation of Russell’s Text The Problem 

of Philosophy), Dipayan Publishers , 20 College St. Kolkata 
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CHOICE BASED CREDIT SYSTEM OF 

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY B.A. (HONS.)  

GENERIC ELECTIVE COURSE  

 

SEMESTER I  or III 

 

GE1 (Paper I): FUNDAMENTALS OF INDIAN PHILOSOPHY 

 

UNIT I: Introduction : 

i. Nature of Indian Philosophy 

ii. Division of Indian Philosophy : Astika and Nastika Systems. 

UNIT II: Carvaka: Epistemology, Metaphysics and Ethics. 

UNIT III: Bauddha Philosophy: 

Four Noble Truths, Theory of Dependent Origination 

UNIT IV: Samkhya:  

Causation : Prakriti : its constituents, arguments for its existence. Evolution, Purusa : arguments for 

its existence. 

 

Recommended Readings: 

¶ Dutta and Chaterjee : An Introduction to Indian Philosophy. 

¶ Dr. Niradbaran Chakraborty : Bharatiya Darsan. 

¶ Dr. Karuna Bhattacharjee : Nyaya Vaisesika Darsan. 

¶ Dr. Samarendra Bhattacharya :  Darsan. 

¶ C.D. Sharma : A Critical Survey of Indian Philosophy. 

¶ M. Hiriyana : Outlines of Indian Philosophy. 

¶ Swami Vivekanada :  Practical Vedanta. 

  


