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ABOUT THE SEMINAR

Situated at the foothills of the eastern Himalayas, the Dooars 1s home to a complex web of indigenous, tribal, and
forest-dependent communities whose knowledge systems, oral traditions, and everyday practices represent deeply
rooted and resilient ways of life. However, this heritage is increasingly endangered by the pressures of economic
development, cultural homogenization, environmental degradation, and political marginalization. This seminar
aims to examine the region through interdisciplinary perspectives that foreground indigenous epistemologies and
their role 1n shaping collective 1dentity, resistance, and adaptation.

By bringing together scholars, researchers, practitioners, and local voices, the seminar aspires to create a platform
for critical dialogue and collaboration. The event will also address issues such as language endangerment,
ecological knowledge systems, gendered dimensions of indigeneity, and the intersections between state policy and
indigenous rights.

Contributions focusing on the Dooars as well as comparative indigenous contexts are encouraged. Through this
iitiative, the Centre for Dooars Studies hopes to advance international scholarly engagement with the region and
promote inclusive, community-led frameworks for heritage preservation and research.
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Learned Luminaries ™=

Inaugurator: Dr. Debkumar Mukherjee
Former Vice Chancellor, Cooch Behar Panchanan Barma University

Chief Guest: Prof. (Dr.) Sarit Kumar Chaudhuri
Vice Chancellor, Alipurduar University

Key-Note Speaker: Dr. William Westerman

New Jersey City University
Dept. of Sociology, Anthropology and Social Work



Dr. Mirna Guha
Deputy Head of School for Humanities and Social Sciences
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l)istinguisﬁe d Discussants

and Senior Lecturer in Sociology at ARU Cambridge
Anglia Ruskin University

Dr. Sayan Dey
Dept. Chair, English Studies, Bayan College, Oman
Associate Fellow, The Harriet Tubman Institute, York University

Dr. Pratyusha Pramanik

Assistant Professor, Chandigarh University, Lucknow Campus



... GALL FOR CONTRIBUTIONS

. The Centre for Dooars Studies at Alipurduar Mahila Mahavidyalaya invites
o

. students, scholars, and faculty members to submit abstracts (maximum 200 words)

for the International Seminar Dooars and Beyond: Indigenous Knowledge,
Language, and Cultural Resilience on or before July 15, 2025. A registration fee of
INR 500 1s applicable for all participants upon acceptance of the abstract.

CONNECT & COMMUNICATE

* Dr. Mohosin Mandal TO l‘egiSter
Assistant Prof., Dept. of English .
+91 87910 30954 Click here

* Dr. Ritwika Laskar
Assistant Prof., Dept. of Education
+91 98302 69927

ctdsamm?2025@gmail.com
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