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Convener’s Report

The Foreign Policy Awareness Programme on ‘The Chicken’s Neck and India’s Act East Policy’
was organized by the Internal Quality Assurance Cell of Alipurduar Mahila Mahavidyalaya on
16/01/2026 with financial assistance from Indian Council of World Affairs, New Delhi.

The programme was organized following the terms and conditions laid down by ICWA. The aim
was to explore the strategic, geopolitical, economic, and socio-cultural significance of the Siliguri
Corridor—popularly known as the Chicken'’s Neck—in the context of India’s evolving Act East
Policy.

The programme commenced with an inaugural session, which was graced by the Principal of our
college, esteemed faculty members, invited resource persons, and students from our college as
well as neighbouring colleges. The Principal, in his inaugural address, highlighted the importance
of understanding India’s northeastern geography and its critical role in strengthening regional
connectivity. He emphasized that academic discussions on such strategically sensitive regions are
essential for nurturing informed and responsible citizens. Representative from ICWA and
distinguished Resource Persons from the fields of Political Science, Chinese Studies, Journalism
presented their insightful lectures. They elaborated on the historical evolution of the Siliguri
Corridor, its geopolitical vulnerabilities, and its centrality to India’s national security. As
recommended by ICWA, representative from the Army was also invited to speak on the topic.

A significant aspect of the programme was the interactive session and paper presentations, where
students and scholars actively engaged with the speakers through questions and discussions. This
interaction enriched the academic environment and encouraged critical thinking among the
participants.

The programme concluded with a valedictory session, where the convener summarized the key
deliberations and expressed gratitude to ICWA for their financial assistance and the Principal,
resource persons, faculty members, and student volunteers for their wholehearted support. The
Foreign Policy Awareness Programme achieved its objectives by fostering awareness and scholarly
discussion on a topic of immense strategic importance.

Overall, the programme turned out to be academically enriching and highly successful,
contributing meaningfully to the intellectual life of the institution.

Dr. Ritwika Laskar
Coordinator, IQAC
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Details of Resource Persons

1. Colonel Mani K Gahatraj (Retired)

Colonel Mani K. Gahatraj is a distinguished officer of the Indian
Army, with an illustrious career marked by professionalism,
leadership, and dedicated service to the nation. Over decades of
military experience, he has served in a wide range of command,
staff, and instructional appointments, contributing significantly to '
operational preparedness and strategic planning. Colonel Gahatraj has been actively engaged in
training and mentoring young officers and soldiers, emphasizing professionalism, ethical
conduct, and strategic awareness. His academic orientation and analytical approach have enabled
him to contribute meaningfully to discussions on defence studies, geopolitics, and national

security. His insights, grounded in firsthand military experience, offer valuable perspectives on
India’s strategic environment and security concerns.

2. Professor (Dr) Srikant Kondapalli

Professor Srikant Kondapalli is a distinguished scholar of Chinese Studies
and strategic affairs, currently serving as Professor at the School of
International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. His academic
expertise extends to border studies, regional security, and the strategic
significance of the Siliguri Corridor (the Chicken’s Neck) in India’s national
security and Act East Policy.

Professor Kondapalli has extensively analysed China’s strategic posture, India—China relations,
and vulnerabilities in India’s northeastern connectivity. A widely published scholar and policy
commentator, he offers authoritative insights on the geopolitical and security dimensions of the
Siliguri Corridor.

3. Professor (Dr) Jyotiraj Pathak

Professor Dr. Jyotiraj Pathak is a distinguished academician from Kumar
Bhaskar Varma University, Assam, known for his contributions to teaching,
research, and academic administration. With years of experience in higher
education, he has been actively engaged in interdisciplinary scholarship and
mentoring students at undergraduate and postgraduate levels. His academic

interests span regional studies, socio-political issues of Northeast India, and contemporary pohcy
debates. His work reflects a strong commitment to academic excellence and the intellectual
development of students.
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4. Subhajyoti Ghosh

Subhajyoti Ghosh is a senior journalist with the BBC, known for his
extensive reporting on strategic, political, and security issues in eastern
and northeastern India. With years of field experience, he has closely
covered the Siliguri Corridor, analysing its geopolitical sensitivity,

border dynamics, infrastructure challenges, and security implications. His
reporting reflects deep ground-level insights into cross-border relatlons regional
connectivity, and the everyday realities of communities living in this critical corridor.
Through investigative journalism and analytical reportage, he has contributed significantly
to public understanding of the Siliguri Corridor’s role in India’s national security and
regional geopolitics.

5. Dr. Gopal Sharma

Gopal Sharma is the Principal of Kalimpong College and a
distinguished academician with notable achievements in teaching,
research, and academic administration.

He has made significant contributions to curriculum development

and quality enhancement in higher education. He has been actively involved in academic
planning, and institutional governance. His academic career reflects a sustained

commitment to scholarly excellence, innovation in teaching, and the advancement of
higher education in the region.
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

9:30 AM - 10 AM Registration

10:00 AM - 10:30 AM Felicitation of Guests

10:30 AM - 1:30 PM Inaugural Session

10:30 AM - 10: 40 AM Inaugural Speech by the Principal

10:40 AM - 11:15 AM Speech by Dr. Arnab Chakrabarty, Research Fellow,
Representative from ICWA

11:15 AM - 11:45 AM Speech by Colonel Mani K Gahatraj

11:45 AM - 12:30 PM Speech by Professor (Dr.) Srikant Kondapalli

Department of Chinese Studies,
Jawaharlal Nehru University

12:30 PM - 1 PM Speech by Professor (Dr.) Jyotiraj Pathak
Department of Political Science,
Kumar Bhaskar Varma University, Assam

1 PM-1:30 PM Speech by Mr. Subhajyoti Ghosh
Senior Journalist, BBC
New Delhi
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

1:30 PM —2:30 PM Interactive Session with Resource Persons and Participants
Moderator: Dr. Gopal Sharma
Principal
Kalimpong College

2:30 PM - 3:30 PM Lunch Break

3:30 PM - 4:30 PM Technical Session: Session on Paper Presentations

4:30 PM - 4:45 PM Coffee/Tea Break

4:45 PM -5 PM Valedictory Session and Vote of Thanks

5|Page




Pictures of Felicitation of Guests by the Students
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Inaugural Speech by Dr. Amitabh Roy, Principal

As a college situated far away from the capital; we are indebted to ICWA for considering our
proposal to organize a foreign policy awareness programme titled, ‘The Chicken’s Neck and
India’s Act East Policy’ on 16/01/2026.

The new India does not believe in exclusion and centralization. Naturally, sitting in the gathering
of North East and few miles away from Siliguri corridor; it was of great significance that we
received the sponsorship to hold the event. Considering the geopolitical situation and the changing
neighbourhood scenario; the programme could address the topic in a befitting time. The
knowledgeable and enriching galaxy of speakers shared their valuable insights with the audience
comprising of scholars and students.

The spontaneous participation of the student community and their enthusiasm was noteworthy.
Such endeavours help to ignite the minds of youth of our country towards the national security and
pertinent issues related to India’s foreign policy.
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Dr. Amitabh Roy
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After the Inaugural Speech, Dr. Arnab Chakrabarti representing Indian Council of World Affairs
addressed the audience.

Dr. Chakrabarti deliberated on the geo political situation, importance of Siliguri corridor popularly
known as the Chicken’s Neck and India’s vision to become Viksit Bharat. The security concerns
from national perspective was also discussed along with the changing dynamics of India’s
neighbourhood relationship.
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Summary of the Speech by Colonel Mani K Gahatraj

The Siliguri Corridor represents one of India’s most critical and sensitive national security spaces,
functioning as the sole land bridge connecting the northeastern region with the rest of the country.
This narrow stretch of territory links eight northeastern states, including Sikkim and the
Darjeeling—Kalimpong hills, and supports the livelihoods and security of nearly fifty million
citizens. Located in northern West Bengal around the rapidly expanding urban centre of Siliguri,
the corridor lies at the junction of Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, and close proximity to China. Its
narrow width, reducing to just over twenty kilometres at its most constricted point, makes it
inherently vulnerable and strategically exposed. Because of this geographical form and its security
implications, it has come to be known as the Chicken’s Neck.

The corridor contains a dense concentration of nationally vital infrastructure essential for the
economic integration, governance, and defence of the northeastern region. Major national
highways linking the northeast, Bhutan, Sikkim, and the hill districts pass through this narrow belt,
alongside critical railway lines connecting mainland India to the farthest eastern frontiers. Ongoing
railway projects intended to provide alternative routes to Sikkim and forward military areas further
underline the corridor’s importance. Energy security is also concentrated here through the
Guwabhati—Siliguri petroleum pipeline, oil depots, and associated logistics infrastructure that
supply fuel across the region. Additionally, the corridor hosts significant defence and security
installations, including airbases, military stations, logistics depots, and border management
infrastructure, making it both a strategic asset and a high-value target.

The vulnerability of the Siliguri Corridor is heightened by its surrounding geography and
demography. It lies close to the Chumbi Valley of Tibet, a narrow wedge of territory controlled by
China that points directly toward the corridor between Sikkim and Bhutan. Infrastructure
development on the Chinese side has steadily increased access, mobility, and logistical depth in
this region. The Doklam plateau, situated near the India—Bhutan—China tri-junction, occupies a
position of tactical dominance due to its elevation and proximity. Control or disruption of this area
could enable surveillance or pressure on the corridor and significantly affect India’s ability to
maintain uninterrupted connectivity with the northeast.

Beyond external geography, the corridor’s internal environment adds to its sensitivity. The region
supports diverse communities, agricultural zones, tea plantations, tourism hubs, and hydroelectric
installations, all of which are economically significant and socially interconnected. At the same
time, it has experienced demographic changes driven by long-term migration and settlement
patterns. The presence of undocumented migrants and the resulting demographic shifts in several
districts are viewed as factors that could be exploited by hostile actors for destabilisation, sabotage,
or intelligence gathering. Such internal vulnerabilities are often discussed in conjunction with
concerns about radicalisation, organised crime, and the use of local networks to disrupt transport,
communication, and energy infrastructure during periods of heightened tension.
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The external threat environment surrounding the corridor is shaped primarily by regional power
rivalries and evolving geopolitical alignments. China’s broader strategic objective of limiting
India’s rise as a regional and global power is seen as central to its posture in the eastern sector.
Infrastructure expansion, force deployment, and military preparedness in Tibet are interpreted as
enabling rapid mobilisation toward sensitive Indian frontiers, including the Siliguri Corridor. In a
conflict scenario, the corridor’s limited depth could be targeted to isolate the northeastern states
from the rest of the country, thereby creating strategic, psychological, and logistical pressure.

Developments in Bangladesh further complicate the corridor’s security calculus. Political shifts
and changing foreign policy alignments in Dhaka have raised concerns about increased strategic
cooperation between Bangladesh, China, and Pakistan. Enhanced military cooperation, defence
procurement, training exchanges, and infrastructure development in Bangladesh are viewed as
having potential implications for India’s eastern security environment. Ports, airfields, and military
facilities in northern and southeastern Bangladesh, particularly those located close to the Indian
border, are assessed in strategic terms due to their proximity to the corridor. The strengthening of
defence ties among these actors is perceived as creating a multi-directional challenge for India’s
security planners.

Pakistan’s renewed engagement with Bangladesh is also highlighted as part of a broader pattern
of strategic convergence aimed at counterbalancing India. Military contacts, naval interactions,
and cooperation in defence maintenance and training are interpreted as elements of a coordinated
approach to exert pressure on India’s vulnerable regions. In such an environment, the Siliguri
Corridor is viewed not merely as a logistical passage but as a potential focal point of combined
external and internal pressures during a crisis.

In parallel, the document situates demographic changes in the corridor within a wider security
context that includes left-wing extremism and transnational networks. The existence of insurgent
corridors across eastern and central India is considered relevant due to the possibility of linkages
between radicalised groups, organised crime, and external intelligence agencies. These intersecting
threats are seen as capable of amplifying instability if exploited simultaneously during a period of
external confrontation.

India’s response to these challenges is framed around a proactive defence posture that emphasises
preparedness, deterrence, and the ability to conduct pre-emptive or rapid counter-offensive
operations. Significant investments have been made in strengthening military infrastructure in and
around the Siliguri Corridor, including the establishment of new bases, enhanced airlift and air
defence capabilities, improved road and rail connectivity for rapid mobilisation, and the forward
deployment of combat and support units. The emphasis is on maintaining operational flexibility
and the capacity to neutralise threats before they can disrupt critical lifelines.

Strategic planning also incorporates scenario-based assessments that envisage coordinated
pressure from multiple directions, including airborne, ground, and hybrid threats aimed at isolating
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the corridor. In such scenarios, India’s counter-strategy prioritises intelligence-led operations,
rapid neutralisation of hostile forces, protection of vital infrastructure, and denial of operational
space to adversaries. Air power, artillery, missile forces, and special operations are integrated into
a comprehensive response framework designed to ensure continuity of connectivity and control
over the corridor.

Overall, the Siliguri Corridor emerges as a space where geography, demography, infrastructure,
and geopolitics intersect with exceptional intensity. Its strategic significance extends beyond its
physical dimensions, symbolising the cohesion of the Indian Union and the viability of India’s
engagement with its northeastern region. Ensuring its security is therefore not only a military
imperative but also a political, economic, and societal necessity. The corridor’s future stability
depends on sustained vigilance, regional diplomacy, internal cohesion, and the ability to anticipate
and counter both conventional and unconventional threats in a rapidly evolving strategic
environment.
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Summary of the Speech by Professor (Dr) Srikant Kondapalli, Department of
Chinese Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University

Professor Kondapalli’s observations about the security scenario of the Siliguri corridor rest upon
the belief that, though considered vulnerable against advancing hostile military forces, the Indian
security infrastructure is equipped adequately to stall mischievous misadventures in this region
and apart from kinetic/military measures, augmentation of the talent pool in this area can also act
as a credible deterrent. Upgrading human resources and encouraging the economic potential of the
already burgeoning trade potential of this region will prove to be a massive asset in stonewalling
any attempts at a hostile takeover of this area by enemy forces, notably the People's Liberation
Army of China. Professor Kondapalli referred to relevant statistics related to vehicular movement
through this corridor and also observed that transportation of approximately 49 million metric tons
of goods through this vital commercial arterial route is the best guarantee for strengthening the
sovereignty quotient of the corridor under discussion. He maintained that in the near future, this
commercial potential will be further enhanced with the development of the inland waterways
through the Barak valley into Bangladesh, the Akhauri Railway route and the operational readiness
of the Kaladan Multi-modal Transit-Transport project. Professor Kondapalli also noted that any
talk about the Chinese army infiltrating in this area must be received with a pinch of salt, as he
reminded that such discourses are primarily meant for Military and security planners who are
tasked with devising strategies to address worst-case scenarios. He reminded of the operational
and logistical challenges that the Chinese will have to encounter if they decide to march forward
towards the corridor in question, as they will have to travel 50 kms through the Chumbi valley, an
area where the Indian armed forces enjoy a superior strategic positioning and that might make the
PLA sitting ducks for the Indian artillery forces. Such heavy casualties on the Chinese part will
definitely be a matter of immense concern for the Chinese defense mandarins and would make
them weigh against the little strategic gain they might enjoy by disturbing the Siliguri corridor.
The cost-benefit calculation in this scenario, Professor Kondapalli argued, would be a matter of
grave concern that would restrict the Chinese military design in this area. In this context, he also
mentioned the possible scenario whereby Bangladesh will be provided military aid by the Chinese
to disturb the equilibrium of this region under consideration. He opined that such a scenario is
extremely unlikely owing to the technological and military dependence of the Bangladeshi armed
forces on India, and he pointed out that recently Bangladesh had to approach the Indian authorities
for repairing two Submarines that were supplied to them by the Chinese. Therefore, he warned
against undue fear mongering and emphasized that it is instead essential to analyze the realities on
the ground to have a clearer notion about the scenario concerning the Siliguri corridor. He
maintained unequivocally that the structural vulnerability of the Siliguri region, located at the tri-
junction of three nations does have repercussions for the Foreign policy makers of India, as the
unique topography will allow the neighbors to have an increased appetite for bargaining for aid
from India using the ruse of an impending Chinese threat. Professor Kondapalli acknowledged that
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the Siliguri corridor does remain a strategic bottleneck, and China might instigate hostile actions
by staging incidents like the Doklam stand-off and there are enough indications of such designs as
China has already built dual-purpose infrastructure in strategically critical areas at a rapid pace
and in an event of a military flare-up such assets would be mobilized against Indian interests.
Reference was made to the Kowloon satellite project that is used by China to spy upon the Siliguri
corridor, and which allows them to procure images of this area every four hours which then can
be used by them to plan precise airstrikes and military incursions to destabilize the Siliguri corridor
and cut-off the communication avenues that link the north eastern states of India with other parts
of the country. This, he observed, would land a body blow on India’s much-touted Act-East policy
and Neighbor-first policy. At the same time, Professor Kondapalli mentioned the setting up of
‘Well-off Society’ villages by China in the border areas, which are used by that dispensation to
aggravate the strategy of ‘Salami-slicing’ and making incursions into Indian territory. At the same
time, the possibility of revamping the Lalmonirhaat airbase in Bangladesh by China and Pakistan,
China’s ‘dual-use’ industrial zone in Damak in Nepal and using everyday electronic products like
mobile phones, calculators, mobile network hardwares are listed by Professor Kondapalli as issues
of immense concern and he spoke at length about using ‘Grey-zone tactics’ by the Chinese
dispensation to destabilize the Siliguri corridor. However, he also referred to the various counter-
measures being taken by India to neutralise such threats. He mentioned Area denial by the military
by taking a deterrent stance, strengthening of the Tri- Shakti Battle corps, setting up of new
garrisons and battalions in the region, deployment of S-300 missile defense system, Brahmos
missiles, Rafale aircrafts and Su-30 aircrafts that are capable of striking deep into the Chinese
mainland as far as Chunking as kinetic measures that can be mobilized to resist Chinese threats.
At the same time, Professor Kondapalli also pointed out using IBGs in Arunachal Pradesh and
targeting almost 21 vulnerable corridors inside China as a reciprocal-hostile posturing, massive
investments worth billions in Railroad development and other modes of transport, road and
waterways, investment in Chattagram and Mongla ports, focusing on rule-based platforms like
BBIN and BIMSTEC and development of network-centric communication measures as credible
counter-mechanisms to stall Chinese hostile designs. Professor Kondapalli concluded by referring
to the practice of making ‘paper-tigers’ in Chinese culture and observed that Chinese activities in
the Siliguri region might very well be military ‘paper-tigers’ deliberately postured by the Chinese
to keep India engaged in a hostile discourse and thereby hampering the latter’s developmental
narrative. Warning against such a Chinese deceptive strategy, Professor Kondapalli expressed
hope that the Indian dispensation has seen through the smoke-screen and is taking adequate
measures to realize its fundamental goal of being ‘Viksit Bharat” within the proposed timeline set
by the Government.
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Professor (Dr) Srikant Kondapalli addressing the participants
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Summary of Speech by Professor (Dr) Jyotiraj Pathak, Department of Political
Science, Kumar Bhaskar Varma University, Assam

Dr. Pathak started by outlining the economic, social, and cultural significance of the Siliguri
corridor and mentioned the changing dynamics of the jugular route owing to the rapidly
transforming geopolitical coordinates in its immediate neighbourhood. Striking a personal note,
Dr.Pathak reminisced at length about his memories of growing up in the vicinity and spoke about
the people of the North-Eastern part of India having an almost visceral dependence on the Siliguri
corridor for maintaining a relationship with the national mainstream. Unlike, the previous speaker,
Dr. Kondapalli, Prof. Pathak expressed his reluctance to accept the proposition that China was not
an imminent threat to the security of the corridor in contention and urged repeatedly to take
cognizance of the looming threat of a belligerent China’s mischievous plan to destabilize the Indian
borders by constantly creating tensions in the region with the help of other foreign powers who are
equally or more inimical towards India’s sovereignty and prosperity. Highlighting the present
superiority of Chinese technological prowess, Prof. Pathak warned of a possible cyber attack that
could have a debilitating effect on the military infrastructure in this region, thereby jeopardising
its security and the nation’s sovereignty. Harping on the fact that the recent turn of events in
Bangladesh has further complicated the already fragile security scenario, Prof. Pathak spoke at
length about the challenges that such a situation might create for India’s much-touted ‘Act East’
policy. The growing hostile political rhetoric flooding both sides of the India-Bangladesh border
is seen as a matter of immense concern and Prof. Pathak urged for a structural response from the
highest authorities in both the countries for an urgent cessation of this dangerous tendency and
thereby bolstering the possibility of a friendly narrative that would be conducive for the mutual
development of both the nations and in turn strengthen the security atmosphere of the Siliguri
corridor.

Prof. Pathak also spoke about the strategic vulnerability of the contentious corridor arising from
its unenviable geography: bordered by Bangladesh (south and southwest), Nepal (northwest),
Bhutan (north), and close to China's Chumbi Valley (northeast). This multi-directional exposure,
he argued, made the corridor a constant geopolitical flashpoint. Referring to the narrow land strip
as central to the security and sustenance of almost 40 million people of the north-eastern part of
India, Prof. Pathak warned that any lapse in its security will have fatal repercussions for India’s
Act East policy, noting poignantly that ‘If North East India is not safe, Act East Policy will bite
the dust’.He warned that a malignant China, looking to destabilise the nation, will attempt to block
the corridor and take advantage of the resultant geographical isolation of the Seven Sister States
to fuel separatist militants by giving them resources and refuge through Myanmar, which Prof.
Pathak mentioned as having a regime that is puppeteered by China. He lamented over the recent
silence over the Act-East policy in India’s power corridors and opined that it may be owing to a
surreptitious shift in the nation’s list of diplomatic priorities. However, at the same time, he referred
to the proposed Kokrajhar-Gelephu rail line as a silver lining in the horizon and spoke of it as a
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much needed alternative route to the North-Eastern part of India in case the Siliguri corridor is
blocked or attacked by hostile nations. He also mentioned the Indian Government’s plan to revive
and rebuild erstwhile World-War II era airports in Cochbehar in West Bengal, Rupsi in Assam and
Unakoti in Tripura as a response to growing threats posed by the rise of an Islamic Fundamentalist
Bangladesh and its decision to revive the Lalmonihaat Airbase with active help from Pakistan.
Prof. Pathak also spoke in detail about the threat posed by large-scale illegal immigration that takes
place in the concerned region and warned that, in case of an external military attack, these
immigrants can be used by the enemy to carry out terrorist attacks, thereby further complicating
the scenario for India. Moreover, the illegal immigrants are also used by enemies to conduct
reconnaissance missions to map India’s security apparatuses, smuggle narcotics and counterfeit
notes thereby creating economic and social havoc , which Prof. Pathak argued, must be addressed
seriously by the Indian authorities keeping in mind that in modern era wars are fought in multiple
arenas and not just on the conventional battle fields with military and firepower alone. He urged
the various law-enforcing agencies to work in tandem and with adequate technological tools to
ensure that India’s jugular vein stops being the proverbially fragile ‘chicken’s neck’.
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Summary of Speech by Subhajyoti Ghosh, Senior Journalist, BBC Delhi
Bureau

The discussion on The Chicken’s Neck and India’s Act East Policy foregrounds the deep strategic
interdependence between India’s northeastern region and Bangladesh, arguing that the stability of
the so-called “Seven Sisters” cannot be understood in isolation from developments across India’s
eastern borders. The immediate trigger for this analysis is a warning issued by Muhammad Yunus,
just before assuming office as Chief Adviser of Bangladesh’s interim government, that instability
in Bangladesh would spill over into Myanmar, West Bengal, and India’s northeastern states. His
repeated use of the term “Seven Sisters” is revealing, especially since the phrase has largely
disappeared from contemporary Indian political vocabulary, replaced by more neutral
administrative expressions such as “North-East” or “North-Eastern States.” In Bangladesh,
however, the term remains alive in political discourse and public consciousness, reflecting a
perception of the northeast as a distinct and strategically sensitive geopolitical space.

This perception is reinforced by geography. Of India’s more than 4,000-kilometre land border with
Bangladesh, nearly two-thirds runs along the northeastern states of Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura,
and Mizoram. This makes Bangladesh structurally intertwined with the region rather than merely
adjacent to it. Popular slogans heard in Bangladesh during recent floods—suggesting that the fate
of the “Seven Sisters” is linked to crises within Bangladesh—underline a widely shared belief that
India’s northeastern connectivity and cohesion depend significantly on Bangladesh’s stability. For
decades, Bangladeshi security analysts have recognised this leverage, rooted not in rhetoric but in
geography and history.

The origin of the term “Seven Sisters” itself offers insight into how the region came to be
conceptualised as a unit. Emerging in the early 1970s following the creation of the North Eastern
Council under an Act of Parliament, the phrase gained currency after journalist J.P. Saikia used it
to describe the cluster of seven states. The expression appealed to political leaders, including Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi, and entered official and popular usage. Over time, however, political
reorganisation and new terminologies such as “Ashta Lakshmi” diluted its presence in Indian
discourse. Yet its persistence in Bangladesh suggests that older geopolitical imaginations continue
to shape regional thinking beyond India’s borders.

Central to the region’s vulnerability is the Siliguri Corridor, often described as India’s “Chicken’s
Neck.” This narrow strip of land, barely 21 kilometres wide at its narrowest point, connects the
northeastern states to the rest of India while lying close to the borders of China, Nepal, Bhutan,
and Bangladesh. The corridor’s lack of strategic depth makes the region uniquely exposed to
disruption, whether political, infrastructural, or military. Public references to this vulnerability,
such as the controversial speech by activist Sharjeel Imam during protests against the Citizenship
Act, triggered swift legal action not because they revealed unknown facts, but because they
highlighted an acknowledged national security fault line.
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Beyond geography, the northeast’s fragility has been shaped by decades of insurgency and internal
conflict. Nagaland witnessed India’s first sustained separatist rebellion outside Kashmir in the
early 1950s, and over time armed movements emerged across Manipur, Assam, Mizoram, Tripura,
and Meghalaya. These movements were not driven by a single ideology or grievance but reflected
the region’s extraordinary diversity. Differences in religion, ethnicity, language, and historical
experience often outweighed shared identities. Christian-majority states such as Nagaland and
Mizoram contrast sharply with Buddhist-majority Arunachal Pradesh, while Assam has long been
marked by ethnic and religious tensions. Manipur’s continuing conflict between Meiteis and Kukis
exemplifies how unresolved internal divisions persist into the present.

These layered fault lines help explain the prolonged presence of extraordinary security measures
such as the Armed Forces Special Powers Act across large parts of the region. They also challenge
mainland India’s tendency to view the northeast as a homogeneous unit. In reality, the region has
often been politically fragmented, emotionally distant from the centre, and vulnerable to external
influence.

It is in this context that Bangladesh’s historical role becomes critical. For much of the late twentieth
century, insurgent groups from India’s northeast operated from sanctuaries in what was then East
Pakistan and later Bangladesh. Leaders of the Mizo National Front, ULFA, and militant
organisations from Tripura lived, trained, and planned operations from Bangladeshi territory. This
reality was officially denied for years, particularly during periods of BNP rule, and severely
strained India—Bangladesh relations. Former insurgent leaders themselves have acknowledged that
without Bangladeshi support, certain movements might never have succeeded.

A decisive shift occurred after Sheikh Hasina returned to power in 2009. Declaring zero tolerance
for militancy, her government dismantled insurgent camps and handed over leaders to India. Indian
officials openly acknowledge that the dramatic reduction in violence across the northeastern states
over the past decade owes much to this cooperation. Peace in Assam, for instance, is frequently
attributed to Bangladesh’s extradition of ULFA leaders. In this sense, Bangladesh transformed
from a rear base for insurgency into a stabilising force.

Bangladesh’s contribution extended beyond security cooperation to economic and logistical
integration. By granting India access to the ports of Chattogram and Mongla, Bangladesh
fundamentally altered the northeast’s economic geography, reducing its dependence on the Siliguri
Corridor and easing its isolation. The development of the Matarbari port promises to deepen this
connectivity further, aligning closely with India’s Act East Policy by linking the northeast more
directly to regional and global trade networks.

The broader implication is that Bangladesh holds significant structural strategic leverage over
India’s northeast, derived not from coercion but from geography, connectivity, and security
cooperation. This leverage operates in both directions. A stable and cooperative Bangladesh
contributes directly to peace and prosperity in the Seven Sisters, while instability in Bangladesh

18|Page



would inevitably reverberate across India’s most sensitive frontier. Sheikh Hasina’s remark that
India would “remember forever” what she had given is widely interpreted as a reference to the
stabilisation of this vulnerable region.

As political transitions unfold in Dhaka, the analysis underscores the need for renewed scholarly
and policy attention to this interdependence. The future of India’s northeastern states, the resilience
of the Siliguri Corridor, and the success of India’s Act East Policy cannot be understood without
placing Bangladesh at the centre of the discussion. The northeast is not merely a peripheral region
but a strategic hinge where domestic diversity, national security, and regional geopolitics
converge, making its fate inseparable from that of its closest neighbour.

Speech by Subhajyoti Ghosh
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Details of Interactive Session
After completion of all the speech, Interactive Session was held with the students and scholars.

The panel, consisting of Professor Srikant Kondapalli, Professor (Dr) Jyotiraj Pathak, Mr.
Shubhajyoti Ghosh and moderated by Dr. Abhishek Das, looked into the issue of possible
vulnerability and potential strength of the Siliguri Corridor, threadbare. Professor Kondapalli
placed much emphasis on the need to look at the non-kinetic measures as a counter to China’s
aggressive military posturing in the area. While agreeing to the fact that the corridor being
discussed is a possible strategic bottleneck and on being attacked might jeopardize the link
between North-eastern parts of India with the rest of the country, he unequivocally expressed his
belief that such a scenario might never be realized and the Chinese were merely waving a strategic
‘paper Tiger’ in an attempt to distract the Indian dispensation from fully realizing the economic
growth that the nation is capable of achieving. He reiterated that India’s military infrastructure in
the region is adequate and recent force multipliers sanctioned by the Government have further
strengthened it and can prove to be a credible deterrent in the face of any hostile eventualities
orchestrated by the Chinese. He argued for the need to strengthen the commercial potential of the
arterial corridor and maintained that such developmental policies will further augment the reach
of India’s ‘Act-East policy’ and ‘Neighbourhood First’ policy. Pointing at the ever-growing
vehicular traffic and the movement of goods and services in the region, Prof. Kondapalli opined
that such narrative of growth and peace in the area is the best guarantee against China-orchestrated
attempts at creating instability in the region, even referring to it as an ‘area denial’ mechanism.
However, Professor Kondapalli’s optimism was not shared by Prof. Pathak, who looked at the
fading enthusiasm of the Indian Government regarding the Act-East policy with considerable
anxiety and argued that the recent tepidity will only create a sense of isolation and suspicion in the
minds of the residents of the north eastern states about the goodwill and capability of the Indian
dispensation towards their well-being and security. He pointed at the recent hostilities
demonstrated by India’s neighbours, notably Bangladesh and Nepal, towards India and feared that
increased Chinese activities in these countries, as well as in Myanmar is a telltale warning about
India’s fading influence in the region, which might be detrimental to India’s aspiration of becoming
a major South-East Asian geo-political entity. However, he also lauded recent developments such
as major investments being made in Assam, works to establish railway communication between
Assam and Bhutan and renewed focus on BBIN. Mr. Shubhojyoti Ghosh concurred with Prof.
Pathak’s observations about the recent hostilities in Bangladesh and its rapid radicalisation as a
security threat to India. Talking at length about the contemporary relevance of the term ‘Seven
Sisters’, Mr. Ghosh also mentioned the secessionist forces and their activities that have threatened
the sovereignty of India since it gained independence from the British and how India’s neighbours,
Bangladesh and Myanmar, were often used as safe havens by the seditious forces inimical to
India’s well-being. He mentioned the geographical and strategic vulnerability that plagues this
region and also warned against looking at the seven sisters as a monolithic block. He insisted on
looking at the cultural, economic, and political nuances and argued in favour of recognising the
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individuality of each of the seven states and only then can the aspirations of this sizeable section
of the population be realised and integrated effectively with the national narrative of peace and
development. He expressed his firm belief that a secure and friendly dispensation in Bangladesh

can be an invaluable ally and can guarantee continuing peace in the region and facilitate India’s
objectives behind the ambitious ‘Act-East’ policy. The session ended with questions by the
students of the college, most of whom were interested in knowing about the military infrastructure
installed in the area as a guarantee against potential Chinese incursions. The session provided
answers to many queries and also provided much to ponder upon for serious introspection about
India’s future as a major power in South-East India.
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Pictures from Session on Paper Presentation

Papers were presented by both scholars and students. Some presentations were online and some
were in person.
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Pictures from Session on Paper Presentation
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Pictures from Session on Paper Presentation
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Pictures from Session on Paper Presentation
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Valedictory Session

The programme was concluded with distribution of certificates. A vote of thanks was presented by
Dr. Ritwika Laskar, Convenor of the programme expressing her gratitude towards ICWA and
respected Resource Persons, Colleagues and participants.
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The recording of the programme in a nutshell has been uploaded in the official Youtube channel
and can be accessed from https://youtu.be/FdWya38072w
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_Concept Note

The siliguri Corridor, popularly known as the “Chicken’s Neck,”
a narrow stretch of land (about 22 km wide) that conn
mainland India to its northeastern states. Strateg
significant yet critically vulnerable, this corridor has
increasing attention amidst the evolving geopolitical dyna
South Asia and the Indo-Pacific.

In light of India’s Act East Policy — which emphasizes stronger
economic and strategic ties with Southeast and East Asian
nations — the security, stability, and connectivity of the Siliguri
Corridor becomes a linchpin in India’s national interest.

Given its proximity to international borders with Chinga, Bhutan,
Bangladesh, and Nepal, and recent developments in trans-border
terrorism, infrastructure build-up, and China’s Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI), the region demands sustained academic and
strategic inquiry.
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